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reader would see brilliant yellows, greens and violets placed the canvas 
Joseph Ruano, patient this hospital who self taught The painting 
four eight feet and being used the central decoration the patients 


teria during the season. the largest painting doe has ever done and 


days work which the artist says painted until am. 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest resemblance Zaraath. The unfortunate 
notion that zaraath Hansen’s disease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many different 
diseases the course time. Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince 
any physician that the six seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word zaraath had nothing com- 


mon with what called leprosy today. 


These statements are supported authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, 
MacArthur and Tas). Reprints are available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control “leprosy” will depend for its success ed- 


ucated public opinion, 


not apparent that the disease call leprosy anywhere specifically referred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever have been attached the disease now know those names, for with the names 
have gone all the Biblical misconceptions contagiousness and fear that harass victims the disease today. 
Concepts Leprosy Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles Thomas, publisher.) 

Since Biblical associations with the disease are major the lepraphobia today, change terminology 
would contribute saner public viewpoint. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would discon- 
tinue medical applicaton the Old Testament name and identify the Hansen infection scientifically 
accurate and descriptive name, name which would enable the general public better understand the nature the 
disease and the medical advances which have been made treating it. 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater infanis 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered “slightly Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


Facts, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable 
all communicable diseases. 


The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very sim- 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable 
diseases. 


Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with the patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existance, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhy- 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 


worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease. 


Hansen’s disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West Virginia) have re- 
quirements except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have 
restrictions” regards isolation patients. 

* * * * * * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
cillus, single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs, 

* * * * 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect him- 
self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 

* * * * * * * * 

The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many patien 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. and his associates Cebu, Philip- 
pines, did not obtain any history contact per 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
other countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

* * * * * * * * 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons against 
Hansen’s disease. They are treatment choice” the 
world over, They are slow action, but they can arrest 
disease, and many patients have regained their health 
sulfone medication and returned their homes and jobs. 
With modern treatment the disease need not result 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and prompt 
ment the heart the problem.) 
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North Carolina State Board Health Revises Regulations 


Patient Permitted Return Home for Treatment 


October 29, the North Carolina 
State Board Health revised regu- 
lation and result human being 
has been restored his family and the 
community. 

this instance the regulation that 
the wayside was one which re- 
quired that patients with 
leprosy certified non-infectious 
the Public Health Service before 
being allowed entry into North Caro- 
lina. its stead, the board reverted 
1946 regulation which far less s-rin- 

This act the state’s board health 
involves more than just change the 
printed word. means that 37-year- 
old man who has spent 414 years his 
life this hospital has gone home 
rejoin his family, wife and young 
daughter. will, course, observe 
certain prescribed regulations which 
are more than mere “sanitary 


The change came about after Dr. 
McLaurin Dobson, N.C., 
man’s family physician, pointed out 
the board that modern-day leprosy 
Biblical times although the same name 
used. change his condition 
under treatment truly remarkable,” 
Dr. McLaurin told the board. said 
recent Carville tests showed the Surry 
County man has only very minute 
infection the disease. “He has been 
home visits and well accepted 
the community,” the doctor added. 

display frankness, Dr. Mc- 
Laurin told the board that the patient 
had probably had the disease number 
years. admitted, failed diag- 
nose his condition myself for five years.” 

Another doctor, Dr. Franklin, 
Surry County Health Officer, told the 
board, “We might putting this man 
away for added, 
wants him come home.” 

“If lived California (which has 
leprosy population 99), would 
have been home long time and work- 
ing,” Dr. Franklin said. “I’m not afraid 
him; intend for him remain 
friend when comes back ... nobody 
will frightened him.” 

Dr. Fred Foard, Health 
Director the Epidemiology Division, 
and Dr. Jacob Koomen, Chief the 
Communicable Diseases Section, both 
backed the board’s action strongly. 

Dr. Foard told riding 
around the country several decades ago 
round all leprosy patients and 
closely with leprosy patients, said, 
and has never contracted the disease. 

The patient whose case provoked this 
significant change the official attit- 
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ude North Carolina veteran 


month’s service the South Pacific 


during World War 11. Other than this 
wartime service had not been out 
his native state except for short trips 
adjoining states previous coming 
Carville, 

While here, was the American 
Legion station wagon driver and such, 
could where pleased, with the 
blessing the hospital’s officials. ‘This 
was pointed out the North Carolina 
Board Health Dr. William 
Meyer, Carville’s Clinical Chief, who 
sent literature, including THE STAR, 
the Board. 

The patient, interview with 
THE STAR, recalled that when was 
diagnosed Durham, N.C. veterans 
hospital, there followed parade 
doctors and nurses through his room, 
all anxious see case this disease. 
His was one five such cases reported 
North Carolina recent medical 
history and all had been foreign lands. 

important part this progressive 
step North Carolina the publi- 
city which accompanied it. The sane 
attitude the board health resulted 
sane, fact, downright helpful, pub- 
licity the newspapers. sane attitude 
begets sane publicity. 

catching with the times, North 
Carolina has joined Louisiana, Texas, 
California, Florida, Illinois, New York 
and some other states permitting 
Hansen’s disease patients return 
their homes for treatment under 
private physician clinics. one 
more step down the long road world- 
wide acceptance this disease just 


treatable, mycobacterial disease. 
* * * 


Editorial Comment 


The North Carolina State Board 
Health has gone long way towards 
dissipating the groundless fears and 
superstitions which have long clung 
around leprosy. 

Perhaps other disease today 
the subject greater public miscon- 
ception than leprosy its present form. 
not the dread scourge ancient 
times, Hansen’s disease much milder 
form, and sulfa drugs have proved very 
curbing and controlling it. 

But from Biblical times popular 
has associated “lepers” with 
the ancient cry: “Unclean!” So, when 
John Early, North Carolina man, 
escaped from Carville some years ago, 
many people the state were badly 
frightened. They feared that might 
return the state and spread terrible 
disease among the people. Today mod- 
ern medical science has the disease 


under control. One the greater tasks 
now appears that dissipating 
groundless traditional fears, and thus 
enable those who return society from 
Carville live normal lives their 
home communities. -WINSTON 
SALEM, N.C., SENTINEL. 


How Times Have Changed 


The reference North Carolina’s 
John Early the Sentinel’s editorial 
brings mind that intrepid 
rior who was Carville’s first patient 
crusader, and what militant crusader 
was! the very early days this 
hospital, yellow quarantine flag was 
displayed. Early gave the authorities 
peace until was hauled down. 
those early days was “the law” that 
when patient “absconded”, his re- 
turn, even came back 
was thrown into the local bastile, 
had put penal bond the 
sum one five hundred dollars 
more. Early defied “the law’. put 
plug nickel and got away with it. 
was one the first patients build 
his own private cottage the rear 
the hospital grounds, and his other en- 
terprising and aggressive activities, 
fill book, 

was discharged from Carville 
1931, and returned his native North 
Carolina, but from all accounts, his 
homecoming did not rate the red carpet 
treatment, and was back here before 
the year was out, From then on, was 
and out the hospital, always fight- 
ing about something other, until his 
death here February, 

Early had been soldier the United 
States Army and had seen service 
Cuba and the Philippines, where 
probably acquired Hansen’s disease. 
wife and three children, none 
whom ever contracted the disease. 


Early’s exploits Washington, D.C., 
provoked newspaper headlines for more 
than decade, beginning 1908, when 
first left his native North Carolina 
for Washington, try get raise 
his $30 month Army pension. His pres- 
ence the nation’s capital caused 
furor and posed knotty problem for 
the District Columbia Health De- 
partment. would accept 
him, and was cared for well 
cot was placed. Then the health 
authorities put tent for him where 
was kept for some time until was 
transferred quarters brick build- 
ing, public reservation belonging 
the District. Windows and doors 
his quarters had steel bars, and was 
treated not unlike wild animal. The 
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North Carolina State Board Health 
Revises Regulations 
from page 


health officials admitted this, and 
deplored it, but such the power 
superstition 

speaking his situation, Early 
used the expression, bad 
ing hell.” But the dauntless Early 
survived his ordeal, and through the 
years was back and forth Washing- 
ton, from parts known and from parts 
unknown. Once put fashion- 
able Washington Hotel and called his 
health officials arrived the hotel, 
they found John surrounded report- 
ers, and talking storm. 

Early campaigned vigorously for 
“national leprosarium”, and his much 
publicized experiencces, doubt, had 
considerable influence the passage 
Congressional Bill appropriating 
funds for such purpose. Ample proof 
this can found the Congres- 
sional Record. 


Chaplain and Elder 


Leaving Carville 


“What are going do?” This 
thought must have flashed 
minds practically every patient 
this hospital, regardless race, color 
creed, did ours, when became 
known that Chaplain and Mrs. Carl 
Elder are leaving Carville early Jan- 
1960. 

The Elders have given seven years 
devoted service this hospital-com- 
munity. their deeds they have earned 
the love, confidence and respect the 
entire patient body. has been said 
that one indispensable, but the 
Elders’ contribution here, and their 
loyalty the patients, will diffi- 
cult thing match. Someone will 
doubt, take their position, but one 
can take their place. 

Chaplain and Mrs. Elder will 
vacation for two months, after which, 
Mr. Elder will report the New York 
office the American Leprosy Mis- 
sions, Inc., for further duty. ALM and 
the PHS co-sponsored Chaplain Elder’s 
work Carville. 


Wade Mackie, the American 
Friends Service Committee, Baton 
Rouge, was impressed the senti- 
expressed Dr. Johnwick’s Vet- 
erans Day address (page that 
copies the address the 
members the Ministers Fellowship 
Council. The Ministers Fellowship 
Council group colored and white 
ministers the Baton Rouge area which 
meets under the auspices the Friends. 

Carville’s Chaplain Carl Elder 
active member the council. 


Staff the Messengers Enlightenment 


Health Educator Represents 


Carville Important Meeting 


Miss Elsa Nelson, Health Educator 
this hospital, was Atlantic City 
October participate the meeting 
the Society Public Health Edu- 
cators and attend the convention the 
American Health Association. 


The program theme the SOPHE 
was “Developing the Administrative 
Aspects Health Education 
end such, was not concerned with 
disease, There was formal presenta- 
tion Hansen’s disease either, the 
Society Public Health Educators 
conference the American Public 
Health Association meeting. However, 
Miss Nelson reports that there was 
great deal interest Hansen’s disease. 
“It seemed was conducting 
continuous ‘seminar leprosy’ with the 
many people talked during both 
conferences, and also with traveling 
companions, both going and re- 
turning from the conferences.” 


Dr. Olson, Lecturer 


Dr. Byron Olson, Chief the 
Branch here, was Ok- 
lahoma City, November 23-24, where 
spoke the University Oklahoma 
Medical School. His topic Novem- 
ber 23, Diseases other 
than TB”, was presented the Sopho- 
more medics. 

Dr. Olson’s formal address, 
Status Research Hansen’s Disease” 
was given, November 24, Sophomore, 
Junior, and Senior medical students, 
showed the 12-minute clinical film made 
Carville, “Recognition Leprosy’ 
and this was followed stimulating 
question and answer session which last- 
about two hours. Dr. Olson was 
“amazed” the interest shown this 
subject, and number the scientists 
expressed desire visit-Carville. They 
offered some suggestions” 
research, said. Dr. Olson noted that 
they are doing excellent research work 
the University Oklahoma Medical 
added. 

Olson had good press Okla- 
homa City. The DAILY 
MAN, Nov. 25, ran column, “Doctor 
Dispels Tales Leprosy”. “Contrary 
popular belief that the malady 
hopeless and patients must colonized 
Dr. Olson shows evidence 
‘before and after’ slides, which attest 
the effectiveness chemotherapy.” 

misconceptions about leprosy 
are prevalent the United States 


they are anywhere else,’ Dr. Olson re- 
grets. only way dispel any kind 
ignorance make the truth avail- 
able,’ adds hopefully.” 

common misconception 
that highly Dr, Olson 
points out. ‘It only feebly 

‘We are the threshold new 
knowledge about its causes and only 
antiquated thinking would make out- 
casts these people this day and 

Dr. Olson was the program the 
Biological Section Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing Association meeting 
Chicago, October 14-18. Dr. Olson’s 
address the Chicago meeting carried 
provocative title, International 
Occurrence Disease and “The Fifty- 
first 


Psychiatrists Hear Papers 


The 35th annual convention the 
Neuropsychiatric Association 
meeting New Orleans, October 16-17, 
with 200 doctors attendance, heard 
two papers Hansen’s disease. Dr. 
George Fite, Chief the Laboratory 
Branch, and Dr. Marvin Miller, Louisi- 
ana State University Medical School, 
New Orleans, Carville consultant 
psychiatry, were the program. 

Fite’s paper, titled Neurolo- 
Leprosy” was well received. 
dealt with the physical effect so- 
called leprosy the nervous system 
and its emotional effects. Dr. Miller’s 
paper titled “The Psychiatry Lep- 
dealt with the historical origins 
the superstitions about “leprosy” 
and the present day reflections these 
the public, the medical personnel and 
the patients with Hansen’s disease. 
suggested implication what might 
done all three groups over- 
come these misbeliefs. 


* * * 


Dr. William Meyer, Chief the 
Clinical Branch, was Dallas, Texas, 
December for the Clinical Session 
the American Medical Association. 


* 


T.H. Rickman, Jr., Chief Special 
Services this hospital, attended the 
National Recreation Association meet- 
ing Chicago September. 


Resident staffer, Dr. James Calla- 
way attended the Management Mass 
Casualties Course, Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, September October 


Miss Garnet Hines attended the Amer- 
ican Occupational 
tion meeting Chicago October. 
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Eunice Oneto (above), attractive 
former member the Women’s Army 
Corps who underwent many unnecessary 
because raft highly re- 
puted doctors failed diagnose her 
victim Hansen’s disease, died 
Oakland, Calif., hospital, Oct. 15. 

The disease which, for want 


proper diagnosis caused Mrs. Oneto 


much difficulty, did not claim her life. 
She died internal hemmorhage 
which the unable halt, 
despite transfusions. 

the best our knowledge, Mrs. 
Oneto was the first woman re- 
corded having acquired 
World War She served the South 
Pacific and the first indications the 
disease made themselves apparent 
1945. Between February, 1949, and 
April, 1951, Mrs. Oneto underwent 
many unnecessary operations the 
University California and 
pitals, because three physicians 
ticular failed properly diagnose her 
case correctly and caused her 

It. was not until young resident 
doctor the University California 
Hospital came with true diagnosis 
her case did she get proper treatment, 
The doctor who finally provided the 
proper diagnosis, gave her treatment 
privately with the sulfone drugs. 

Later, Mrs. Oneto filed $10,000 
damage suit against the three doctors 
most responsible for her misdiagnosis 
the final outcome which not known 
THE STAR this writing. 

Eunice Oneto’s experience ex- 
cellent example the crying need for 
more alert medical profession where 
there possibility Hansen’s disease. 
The medical people call this “raising 
the index 

Although Mrs. Oneto never came 
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Carville, THE STAR reported her sto- 
first the July-August issue 1951 
and October that same year report- 
further her story. She wrote 
THE STAR from time time and 
our last letter from her came July, 
1958. that time, she was attending 


All during her illness and 
for Hansen’s disease, Mrs. Oneto pur- 
sued normal life. She did not let the 
fact that she had drive her into 
seclusion. Authorities California im- 
posed restrictions her activities 
her neighbors—knowing that she 
part the comunity. 

Because Mrs. Oneto’s courage 
facing her problem, THE STAR 
captioned her story “New War for 
WAC”. regret note here that 
Mrs. Oneto’s war over. 


* * * 


Diagnosed 
Disease 


not unusual for patient with 
Hansen’s disease diagnosed for 
practically everything under the sun be- 
fore correct diagnosis made. 
said that even today, the average patient 
entering Carville has had the disease 
for years There are instances, 
however, where another disease mis- 
taken for HD, not many the other 
way around, but does happen. Such 
case was sent Carville Novem- 
ber from Houston, Texas. The local 
medical staff found the patient had 
Christian-Weber disease, rare disease 
also known “nodular nonsuppura- 
panniculitis”. Blakiston’s New 
Gould Medical Dictionary describes 
this condition relapsing, nonsup- 
purative syndrome febrile attacks 
which tender, painful, subcutaneous 
nodules appear the trunk and ex- 
The nodules often disappear, 
leaving depressed foci subcutaneous 
atrophy from fat necrosis.” 

The patient stayed here for about 
month, practically the same basis 
other patients. was discharged, 
course. The man with Christian-Weber 
disease (and note the double eponym) 
native England and lived 
North Louisiana. World War 
veteran and saw service China, 
Burma, and India. 

Interviewed THE STAR, the pa- 
tient was not too unhappy that had 
said was told here that the sulfone 
drugs would help him. 

understand that this not the 
first time patient has been sent here 
with Christian-Weber disease mistaken- 
diagnosed Hansen’s disease. 


Research Committee Active 


The Research Committee this hos- 
pital headed Dr. George Fite, 
Chief the Laboratory 
been holding extensive 


the absolute necessity cor- 


rect organization research projects, 
especially with respect clinical trials 
potentially useful drugs, which pro- 
vide maximum interest. 

addition Dr. Fite, the Carville 
Research Committee includes: Dr, Wil- 
liam Meyer, Chief, Clinical Branch; 
Dr. Byron Olson, Chief, 
Branch; Dr. Norman Lewis, Resi- 
dent Staff, and Floreau Fernandez, Fi- 
nancial Officer, liaison member the 
Administrative Branch. 


CIBA 1906 (DPT) Trial 


Carville 


The new Ciba 1906 drug (dimethy- 
laminodiphenyl thiourea) called DPT 
for short (not sulfone) being given 
clinical trial here small group 
patients. Treatment began Novem- 
ber. 

This one the new drugs 
which Dr. T.F. Davey reported the 
gy, Tokyo (Nov. 1958). The drug had 
then been under study Nigeria for 
about four years, and Davey found 
very valuable drug almost entirely 
free from toxic effects and possessing 
chemotherapeutic action least 
good that the sulfones.” Further 
studies Davey and other physicians 
confirm earlier results and draw atten- 
tion the great reduction the inci- 
dence reactions during administra- 
tion Ciba 1906 for long periods. Ciba 
1906 has been found useful 
which have developed resistance sul- 
fone therapy and for those patients 
Carville who are probably “sulfone- 
the new drug may mark turn- 
ing point. 

editorial LEPROSY REVIEW, 
October 1959, has this say, “As re- 
gards the fall bacterial index 
compared with standard treatment, 
the first months the advantage 
with Ciba 1906. seems that the ad- 
vantages this drug are very solid 
ones, and either alone combina- 


-tion emerging valuable stand- 


ard treatment leprosy.” 

Ciba 1906 more expensive than 
the sulfones, but the cost should not 
more efficient, and good re- 
ports from other countries indicate. 
India for instance, Ciba 1906 has been 
use for three years. They have found 
effective and the conclusion that 
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Prediction Column Continues 
Alarm Public about So-called 
Leprosy 


Criswell, one the more sensational 
newspaper columnists who peddles his 
ridiculous predictions the future 
unwary newspapers throughout the 
country more than just casual irr- 
itation, real menace. 

the past, Criswell has distinguished 
himself making number pre- 
dictions concerning so-called leprosy 
not one which far know has 
come pass. Criswell’s latest efforts 
the future concerns leprosy, 
are real corkers. his column published 
Nov. in, for example, the Wichita, 
Kansas, BEACON, Criswell says: 

that over 5,000 American 
citizens will die from leprosy sympa- 
thetic diseases (whatever that is) within 
the next few years. The increase will 
due climate changes all over the 
world. 

“It will found that many lepers 
enter America visitors spite the 
many precautions taken. Leprosy one 
the ancient enemies mankind that 
conquered. The shocking 
revival this shocking 
make headlines you will never forget 
1960.” 

another column just week later 
updated prediction 1955. the 
earlier prediction, said that federal 
leprosarium would built near 
Phoenix, Ariz., early 1956, leprosy 
was about strike down the Indian 
and white man alike. bring this 
date, with slight modifications, Cris- 
well, column printed Nov. the 
Wichita BEACON, said that Phoenix, 
“You will have great increase 
leprosy among the Indian and Mexican 
within the next year.” 

That his predictions don’t hold 
water seems matter little Criswell. 
THE STAR called his hand the 
prediction concerning the leprosarium 
Phoenix 1955 and stuck his 
guns. Still there such hospital near 
Phoenix and none planned, 

would matter little how car- 
ries except that his writings, how- 
ever baseless, prompt scare headlines 
the newspapers which carry his column. 
For example, the Wichita BEACON 
(circulation, 94,617) carried this head- 
line Criswell’s column Nov. 
“Leprosy Sweep U.S.” 

headline like this does not stop 
say that based mere prediction 
man who has set records for being 
wrong. 

result all this urge two 
things. First that Criswell see 
chiatrist and try get himself straight- 
ened out and second, that newspapers 
stop printing his baseless nonsense. 


TIME Will Attempt Avoid Use 
the Odious Word 


TIME magazine, which has given 
siderable attention both good and bad, 
has vowed “attempt avoid the use 
the word This move the 
part TIME came response 
letter from Robert Eickmeyer, the 
Boston office American Leprosy 
Missions, Inc., who called the magazine’s 
attention unfortunate use the 
word their August 
issue. 

response, signed Loy Fer- 
guson, for the editors, contains one 
statement which brings any number 
interesting thoughts. The statement 
reads: certainly intends mor- 
al, emotional religious implications 
when the word used.” 

Our position now and for years has 
been that matters little that anyone 
who uses the word means moral, 
emotional religious implications, be- 
cause the implications are there regard- 
less. They are built-in, speak, and 
will accompany the word just long 
the stigmatic, Biblical name, “lepro- 
sy” attached today’s feebly infec- 
tious mycobacterial disease. 

TIME says that when uses the 
word “We mean only its exact 
dictionary definition—a person who has 
the physical affliction the disease—and 
regret that you feel extraneous con- 
notations may read into it.” 

This contention notwithstanding, 
TIME has again and again used the 
word “leper” other than its exact 
dictionary meaning. fact, the word 
used far more often for its connota- 
tion than its meaning. 

For example: From the Tulsa, Okla., 
Tribune Aug. 1959, “For Cali- 
fornia not long ago, Japs were lepers 
who lived nothing and worked like 
fury and undercut the kumquat and 
cantaloups market.” 

From the BOSTON HERALD 
Aug. 14, “In some residential areas 
leper would have been more 
politician among homeowners.” 

From Associated Press dispatch 
Sept. 14, concerning segregation, 
the parents such child would 
considered lepers even worse.” 

Thus, there substantial basis for 
our contention that “leper” used 
most cases for its connotation rather 
than its dictionary meaning. 

TIME, further effort help- 
ful said this its letter Eickmeyer, 
“Preferable terms such the synony- 
mous medical title ‘Hansen’s disease’, 
perhaps ‘leprosy victims’ will used 
whenever 


know that the words “leper” and 
“leprosy” cannot purged from the 
language. Ferguson pointed out, 
usage ‘leper’ will inevitably 
necessary occasionally. For example, 
usage the word unavoidable cer- 
tain historical Biblical contexts and 
the choice other terms instead would 
appear 

agree with TIME this. dis- 
agree, however, with the medical world 
which insists that “leprosy” respect- 
able scientific name, while the same 
breath professing believe that “leper” 
not. cannot rationalize this stand 
since one follows the other. witness, 
the dictionary definition 
“one who has leprosy”. 

The following are some recent uses 
this name the press, 
all unscientific. 


From the New York DAILY NEWS 
Nov.5, concerning the Madison Avenue 
characters who dreamed rigged 
shows and then deserted the poor 
contestants when their dishonesty was 
discovered, few exceptions they 
who were willing cash 
false reputation run from him 
had leprosy.” 

From the St. Joseph, Mo., NEWS- 
PRESS Aug. 12, they shy away 

The result that used 
mean anything that vile and bad, 
without regard for its dictionary defi- 
and “leprosy” used the same 
sense regardless its status 
among medical men. 


Obviously these are 
uses, and long the word “leprosy” 
retained the medical world’s 
name for this disease, the 
word “leper” will follow the night, 
the day. For example, newspaper 
writer informed enough use the 
word leprosy only and restrain himself 
from use the word “leper” 
almost without variation crops 
the headline written another person. 
(We subscribe clipping bureau 
and know whereof speak. Every 
batch news clippings, without ex- 
ception, brings accounts “leper 

Writing the ATLANTIC 
MONTHLY, Donald Moffat says, 
“Whether ever possible head off 
word, once has started down the 
road hell, and shoo back 
course, Moffat’s observation 
did not refer specifically the words 
“leprosy” and but well might. 


\ j 


For Those Who Returned and for Those Who Did Not... 


Senator Russell Long (third from left, left photo) greeted upon arrival Veterans Day Dr. Johnwick, Medi- 
cal Officer Charge, left, Thomas Rickman Jr., Chief, Special Services, second from left, and Rubin, 


tional officer, 


Center photo shows Brooks Read Television Station WBRZ, Baton Rouge, who did his usual splendid job master cere- 


monies. 


Four old friends, all STAR-minded, chat route the barbecue. (I. r.) L.S. (Buck) Hoope ir- 
man for Louisiana, Mary Ruth Broussard, STAR Managing Editor, Stein, and Shreveport, 8’s STAR Chair 


the past, governors the State 
Louisiana and United States congress- 
men have been guest speakers Car- 


ville, but until Veterans Day, 


when Senator Russell Long spoke here, 
U.S. Senator had spoken from the 
rostrum the 65-year history the 
hospital, years under federal regime. 

Senator Long’s address came during 
the day-long observance Veterans 
Day which opened with ceremonies 
the auditorium and closed with dance 
the Ballroom. 

his talk, Senator Long said there 
are three great needs the United 
States today. One, said, for sense 
urgency, the second for sense 
confidence and the third for sense 
direction. The Soviet Union, said, 
has three times many under 
arms the United States and ahead 
the production missiles and 
submarines, Because the Soviet Union 
has achieved this might, Long said, the 
nation must correct the three needs 
cited earlier his talk. 


Expressing his appreciation 
support the hospital’s program. 


commen.s drew the rapt attention the 
audience. 

Long was introduced Tom Dewey 
New Roads, State Commander the 
American Legion. 

Ministers three faiths participated 
the program with Rabbi Marvin 
Keznikoff, Liberal Synagogue, Baton 
Rouge, reading the moving “Prayer for 
Departed Comrades”. The invocation 
was given the Rev. Alcuin Kammer, 
O.F.M., Resident Catholic Chaplain. 
The Rev. Carl Elder, Resident 
Protestant Chaplain, gave the benedict- 
ion, and preceding the traditional 
Minute Silence 11:00 a.m., Chap- 
lain Elder read with feeling, copy 
the address given Rabbi Gittlesohn 
Boston 1945 the dedication 
the 5th Marine Division Iwo Jima. 
Chaplain Elder was there. 


Another highlight came with 


Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, 


whose meaningful words 
where this page. 


Di. Johnwick’s Veterans Day Address 


Whether celebrate the Armistice 
1918 honor all veterans November 
feel the appalling waste war 
most deeply whenever stop count the 
empty seats the years after. 

The art and practice war has recently 
lost all its glamour. World War 
many brave soldiers died and did women 
and children the hundreds thousands, 
and some them, not bravely. 

the next war the adversary will 
fellow some cement dungeon 10,000 
away, slowly counting backwards into 
microphone. Shortly after that, far away, 
for split second, thunderbolt will shed 
bit genuine starlight over some forlorn 
city and the lives will snuffed out 
like many candles birthday cake. 

People not learn their lessons very 
well. began counting the years from the 
moment when another and different kind 
star shone briefly over small town 
show the way peace and life. only 
those who profess Christians fol- 
lowed that simple and quiet star, this would 
now better world which live. 


Community singing was led Gunny 
Hansen Baton Rouge. Mrs. Hansen 
sang “This Country”. 

Among the distinguished guests 
present the morning ceremonies were 
Maurice McKinery New Orleans, 


center photo shows the orchestra and patients and guests during which wound the day’s activities. 
right the McKinley High School Band Baton Rouge which provided stirring march music during the morning ceremonies, 


page 15, col. 


' 
Johnwick before departing, Senator Long commended the work being done here and pledged 
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CIBA 1906 
from page 


“Ciba 1906 very useful addition 
the. existing anti-leprosy drugs. 
Carville, which pioneered sulfone 
therapy, has lagged trying Ciba 1906 
and some other new drugs. under- 
stand the Ciba drug was this 
hospital several years ago, bui was de- 
clined former clinical director. 


ANTI-FUNGUS DRUG TRIAL 


However, Carville now seems 
alert and its scientific toes. wit- 
ness, the new antibiotic, griseofulvin 
will given trial 

his return from three-day sym- 
posium griseofulvin held Miami, 
Fla., October, Dr. George Fite told 
THE STAR, “Although there were 
several persons interested leprosy 
the. griseofulvin conference Miami, 
none seems have made systematic 
trial the drug. preliminary trial 
(here) murine leprosy did not indi- 
cate any effect that disease process. 
The mode action griseofulvin 
directly upon reproduction hyphal 
segments, and does not seem act 
upon organisms dividing binary fis- 
sion, that beneficial action lepro- 
appears improbable. Nevertheless, 
anticipated that the drug will 
given group patients here 
mentally. timetable has been set. 
The drug (1) expensive and (2) es- 
sentially harmless when given 
mouth.” 

Griseofulvin taken the form 
same family that produces penicillin. 
attacks fungi that lodge the skin, 
and has already done wonders such 
diseases ringworm, evi- 
dence indicates that 
tive against the fungi which causes 
percent the superficial infections”. 
But let’s face it, there nothing super- 
ficial about the wiley and stubborn 
Hansen’s bacillus, yet even there 
only one chance ten thousand, we'll 
never know until tried. 


PHS PARTY 
HAWAII BOUND 


Dr. Byron Olson, Chief the 


demiology Branch this hospital will 
join Dr. Kenneth Nelson, Assistant 
Surgeon General and Chief the Divi- 
sion Hospitals, and Mr. James 
Kelley, Office Financial Management, 
Division Hospitals, PHS for of- 
ficial visit our 50th state January 
8-15. 
The group will review Hawaii’s Han- 
disease program, and there 
ideas, 


STAR Asks AAAS Withdraw Book from 
Traveling High School Science Library 


chapter so-called leprosy the 
book Man Against Germs A.L. Baron 
Ph.D. (E.P. Dutton and Co.) was reviewed 
THE STAR, January-February, 1953, 
page 12. Its offensive title, “The Unclean 
Germs” set the tone for the entire 
chapter”, chapter loaded with old wives 
tales, gross exaggerations, medical inaccu- 
racies and misrepresentations Carville 
and its policies, and course, reeked 
with the word “leper”. 

The word “leprosy” and “leper” lend 


themselves sensational exploitation, and 
they are often used for that purpose 
lurid tales appearing the cheaper puln 
magazines, but the Baron presentation, 
masqueraded being “scientifically accu- 
rate”. 

Baron’s historical data leprosy was 
little more that folklore, and was evi- 
dent that did independent research 
but from other writers had 
erred before him, practicing form 
scholarship”. dug such yarns 
the one about the “European men who 


visited the islands the South Pacific 
who are known have acquired leprosy 
after single appointment with leprous 
prostitute”. Any and everything with emo- 
tional impact was Baron’s meat and ap- 
parently made difference him that 
was perpetuating misconceptions. One 
the most glaring and inexcusable inaccu- 
racies came his discussion modern 
therapy. The sulfone drugs, which revolu- 
tionized the treatment “leprosy”, and are 
the treatment choice throughout the 
world, Baron dismissed worthless 
Referring promin, one the most effec- 
tive the sulfones, Baron said, “no case 
leprosy had ever been known improve 
its use”. Imagine, such statement from 
his science. (Baron has degrees 
chemistry and biology from New York Uni- 
versity and has directed research into bac- 
teriology, biochemistry, microbiology and al- 
lied fields.) 

Baron pulled out all the stops 
his ridiculous statement about “escape from 
when highly in- 
fectious patient escapes from Carville, 
nationwide alarm broadcast the police 
every For those who did not read 
our review the “The Unclean Germs”, 
this will give you some idea the untruths 
contains. pointed this out, and more, 
our review, and sent copies Baron. 
his publisher, and the Saxton 
prepare his manuscript. reply. 
else could do? don’t “burn 
our democratic way life, and all 
could was hope that Baron’s hoo 
would have little circulation. didn’t 
dream then, that such spurious material 
would later approved two the 
most respected scientific organizations 
the country, one government and 
circulated them thousands high 
school students. 

The first inkling this came March, 
1959, letter from Herman Lazarus, 
Jr., high school senior from Miss. 
Young Lazarus made trip Carville 
gather information for his Han- 
sen’s disease, and after his return home 
read the chapter leprosv Baron’s book. 
What read did not jibe with what 
saw here. had told his classmates 
his trip Carville and what learned, 
but they too had read Baron’s chapter, 
and they began question. wrote 
THE STAR for “As you can see, 
Sir, quite confused,” and wonder! 
few months Herman brought quite 
number his classmates Carville 
they too could see for themselves, but 
imagine how many high school students 
elsewhere the country have accepted 
Baron’s statements face value. were 


soon 

Baron’s book Man Against Germs in- 
cluded the Traveling High School Sci- 
ence Library, project administered the 
American Association for the Advancement 
Science, the request the National 
Science Foundation, which provides an- 
nual grant for its support. The Foundation 
agency the Executive Branch 
the government. 1959-60 about 1700 senior 
high schools and preparatory schools par- 
ticipated the Traveling High School Sci- 
ence Library, representing all the States 
and Territories and certain American 
schools foreign countries. This disheart- 
ening information came November 
from Mr. and Mrs. Perry Burgess Geneva, 
Ohio. Mr. Burgess President Emeritus 
the Leonard Wood Memorial (American 
Leprosy Foundation) and the Burgesses are 
internationally known leaders 
field, especially its social aspects. had 
been called their attention their form- 
secretary’s 15-year-old son, who with- 
drew the Baron book from the Geneva High 
School library. letter the librarian 
the Geneva high school, Mrs. Burgess 
said, “Both husband and are shocked 


the chapter, ‘The Unclean Germ’. 
the American Association for the Advance- 
ment Science and the National Science 
Foundation should sponsor such publica- 
tion incomprehensible”. 

Before requesting Mr. Hilary Deason, 
1515 Massachusetts Avenue, Northwest, 
Washington D.C., Director Science 


Library Program, for the American Associ- 


ation for the Advancement Science, 
withdraw the Baron book from its science 
program, asked Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Med- 
ical Officer Charge this hospital, 
comment the “leprosy Dr. 
Johnwick pronounced the chapter “inac- 
curate management patients Car- 
ville, the description leprosy and drug ef- 
fectiveness.” said the chapter “in- 
formative the sense that recounts the 
most sordid and senseless cruelties perpe- 
trated medieval times against patients 
with leprosy,” and added “Unfortunately, 
there signpost the chapter that 
would lead the reader out the medieval 
swamp that describes.” 

While are particularly concerned with 
Baron’s chapter so-called leprosy, 
have been told several medical men that 
the book whole, very deficient when 
comes clinical description diseases 
and modern therapy.” 

Under date November 25, Mr. Deason 
replied our protest follows: ...“Since 
the book has been well received our trav- 
eling library collection and was placed 
the collection originally the basis good 
recommendations, shall have further in- 
vestigation made the way appraisal. 
tional referees for their views. 

And the matter stands this writing, 
await the decision the “referees”. 


The American Medical Association would, 


.of course, not attempt ban the sale 


book witchcraft but neither would the 
AMA approve such book serious con- 
tribution modern medical literature and 
and tragic commentary present day 
knowledge so-called leprosy that book 
such Baron’s bears the endorsement 
the American Association for the Advance- 
ment Science ,and was placed its 
high school science program “on the basis 
good recommendations”. view such 
attitudes from upper scientific brackets, 
difficult condemn the average man’s 
attitude towards this medical 
problem, and unless the AAAS withdraws 
the Baron book from circulation and co-op- 
erates measures correct what harm 
has already been done, have very little 
hope for, public understanding and 
enlightenment this subject, even from 
the next generation. 

would appreciate STAR readers add- 
ing their protests ours. Write Mr. 
Deason, please. You could not give 
finer Christmas present.—S.S. 


November- December 
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World Leprosy Day 
Observed 


Seventh Annual “World Day 


For Leprosy will observed 
January 31, 1960, according an- 
nouncement received THE STAR 
from Raoul Follereau, President, Ordre 
Charite, Paris, France. 

The announcement reads part: “In 


November 1958, five hundred 


specialists met together Tokyo. Ati 
the leprosy specialists the world. 

“Later, April 1959, Brazzaville 
the Congo, there was congress 
all the leprosy specialists Africa. 
was there, too. 

“Both Asia and Africa, all, 
without exception, declared that 
disease which only slightly 
contagious and quite curable. 

“The truth that leprosy quite 
ordinary disease, which stupid 
atrocious publicity has been given. 

“This truth must proclamed; 
must repeated, hundreds and thou- 
sands times, make sink in- 
first all into our own consciences, 
and then into the general public 
opinion. 

“This has done that the 
leprosy sufferers, reassured their 
future, may venture out their dens 
and their despair, and come along freely 
receive treatment. 

“And also that those who are 
good health may last cured the 
imbecile sometimes even criminal- 
fear that they have the disease and 
those who are stricken it. 

“That the aim this Annual 
World Day for Leprosy Sufferers which 
founded 1954, and which shall 
observing for the seventh time 
Sunday, January 31, 1960.” 

“In your fortunate country where 
you eat three times day there aren’t 
any leprosy sufferers, then help those 
other lands. You can it. Very ef- 
fectively. How? 

“By speaking about them, speak- 
ing for them, helping create 
that public opinion which will insist 
the passing those laws that will 
set them 


The mystic symbolism the ancients 
was represented the gifts gold, 
frankincense and myrrth that the Magi 
brought the Infant. Frankincense 
had for centuries been used both 
the Egyptians and the Jews religious 
rituals and curative powers were att- 
ributed for the treatment 
astonishing variety ailments. 


potion frankincense was 


cure for the dozen more con- 
ditions which the ancients called 


“leprosy”. 
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These are healthy children born 
patients. They live Tala’s Our Lady 
the Star Nursery. The children are shown 
gathered around the Crib 
Christmastime. 


The women patients Tala Sani- 
tarium, near the city Manila, the 
Philippines, have formed organiza- 
tion called the Tala Women’s Club 
through which they will undertake 
better their lot that Hansen’s disease 
hospital, 

THE STAR was informed this 
Verchez, president the new organi- 
zation, and its other officers. The women 
vow follow THE STAR’s example 
fighting the use the odious word 
“leper”. the ladies put it, are 
beginning the sacred task educating 
and rehabilitating first ourselves 
can undertake the bigger job passing 
others.” 

gressive women the ranks those 
who seek promote better under- 
standing Hansen’s disease anywhere 
the world. 

witness the willingness these 
women help themselves 
They are clearing land which 
build “Women’s Invalid Ward” 
the treatment and housing invalid 
patients. addition this they are 
attempting raise funds for Club 
Hall where they can hold meetings and 
gather for entertainment. 

The purposes the club, according 
its officers, are: 

“To help each other; comfort those 
sorrow; visit those beds pain; 
entertain other patients with pro- 
grams and games, and help indigents, 
especially orphaned and abandoned 
children.” 


THE STAR takes pride the fact 
that, according their letter, the 
women were prompted organize 
reading our publication. 
cidentally, means star.) 

Anyone interested knowing more 
about this organization may write to: 
Tala Women’s Club, Tala Sanitarium, 
Rizal, Philippines. 


TAR 


Movie Made Here 


Camera catches THE STAR Pressroom 


The chatter helicopter here dur- 
ing the week October through 
signaled the making new film 
Carville three cameramen from the 
Communicable Diseases Center 
Chamblee, Georgia. 

Unlike the clinical film, “Recogni- 
ticn Leprosy”, which was made here 
earlier this year and released June 
for distribution professional groups, 
this new movie intended for use 
various lay organizations, 
for “popular use.” 


addition the aerial shots made 
from the whirlybird, shots were taken 
the school, the manual arts depart- 
n:ent, THE STAR, the Carville invita- 
tional golf tournament, the Halloween 
party the school, the occupational 
and physical therapy departments, vari- 
ous shots the chaplains work and 
simulated seminar. 


All this material, course, will 
not appear the finished product, but 
with that much hand, representa- 
tive picture Carville should the 
Carville” type film. 

The picture, prepared with Dr. Ed- 
gar Johnwick, Medical Officer 
Charge, serving technical advisor, 
expected ready for distribution 
early 1960. When completed, will 
offered clubs, civic groups and others 
interested. 


The cameramen who flew over and 
around Carville for that busy week 
were Robert Booth, Hubert Jenkins 
and Ben Davis. 


While the picture taking was pro- 
gress, Graham Heid, also CDC was 
working script accompany the 
arrived the week Oct. 
and worked long and hard script 
which, thus far un- 
dergone several revisions. 


With movies well the printed 
word pouring out this hospital, Car- 
ville should become well-known 
tablishment, and it’s about time. 


Who Help Themselves 
{ 


STAR Chairman 
Comes See for Himself 


‘Missourians touring the hospital pause 
front THE bulletin board 
photographed. Mrs. Byrnes, Mr. 
Jack Byrnes and Mrs. R.M. Jordan. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Byrnes St. 
Louis drove down New Orleans 
October and showed .at Carville 
October accompanied Mrs. 
Jordan New Orleans, formerly St. 
Louis. The visitors were taken 
tour the hospital the STAR’s 
Managing Editor, Mary Ruth Brous- 
And while they were interested 
the hospital setup whole, their 
interest centered our printing plant, 
Jack Byrnes again STAR Chair- 
man for the Grand Voiture Missouri 
40&8, job handled thoroughly 
1958-59 finishing among the “Big Ten 
Champions” subscriptionwise. 

This was the second time Mr. and 
Mrs. Byrnes have visited the hospital, 
and voyageur Byrnes was quick 
notice the improvement the physical 
plant. The buildings, 
light green and pink, struck his fancy. 


SAVE WITH SAFETY 


UNION 


SAVINGS 
LOAN ASSOCIATION 
current 
annual 


dividend 
500 Laurel Street 


Baton Rouge, La. 
Branch Office 4944 Florida St. 


Local ALA Group Honored From 


Ahnemiller, shows her interest THE STAR she examines copy the 


National And State Leaders 


pressroom which she visited her tour the hospital. She was impressed 
with the publication and said she will “talk STAR” her travels about the country. 

Right, the visitors from both the Legion Auxiliary and the 8&40 join local officers 
group shot. Standing (I. r.) Mrs. Ahnemiller, Mrs. Boudoin, Mrs. Primrose, Mrs. 
Ashley, Mrs. Amacker, Mrs. Catalanoto, Mrs. Hote, Mrs. Bouchon. Seated r.) Miss 
Joy, Mrs. Stribbling, Mrs. Elder, Mrs. Broussard, all the local unit. 


The local Spann nit 188, 
American Legion Auxiliary, and its 
organization, the 8&40 (The 
Iberville Petite Salon) may small 
terms membership, but they are not 
the fact that top-ranking national 
olficer installed the head the local 
auxiliary unit November cere- 
monies which also included the in- 
stallation the new 8&40 officers 
their Department Chapeau. 


4 
4 


Southern Division, now serving 
National Vice-Chairman the National 
Securi-y Committee, and Mrs. Ethei 
Primrose, Lake Charles, Past Louisiana 
Department President. The four aux- 
iliaires came Carville from Jackson, 
Miss., where they attended Area 
Rehabilitation Conference. 

the installation ceremonies 
which the local unit members took of- 
fice, Mrs. Ahnemiller installed Mrs. 
Aline Stribbling Unit President, and 


Carville shows its regard for the visiting leaders presenting gifts them. left, 
Mary Futh Broussard makes the presentation La. Dept. President Lucille Amacker; 
Rehabilitation Chairman Petie Ahnemiller receives lovely gift from Aline 
and Departmental Chapeau Loretta Hote accepts her gift from Grace Joy. 

Mrs. Hote, Departmental Chapeau (3rd from left) pauses with other 8&40 leaders 
f-om New Orleans the Bamboo Room where installation officers was held. (L. r.) 
Lilly Catalanoto, Cajssere (Treasurer); Mrs. Martha Boudoin, L’Archiviste 
‘Historian); and Mrs. Beatrice Bouchon, Demi Chapeau Priemiere (1st Vice Presi- 


dent). 


The top ranking national officer who 
thus honored Carville’s Legion Auxiliary 
was Mrs. Henry Ahnemiller, Wenatchee, 
Wash., National Rehabilitation Chair- 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 
Mrs. Ahnemiller came Carville with 
Mrs. Lucille Amacker, Bogalusa, Dept. 
President, 1959-60; Mrs. Jerry Ashley, 
Crowley, Past National Vice President, 


Mrs. Amacker installed other unit 

Mrs. Loretta Hote, New Orleans, 
Department Chapeau the 
stalled Grace Joy Petit Chapeau 
the local group and other officers. 

Mrs. Ahnemiller, gracious and friend- 


November- December 


ALA from page 14) 


ly, said she had long wanted visit Car- 
ville and decided when she 
learned that the Area Rehabilitation 
Conference was Jackson, Miss, 
“We are the ones that are privileged,” 
she said her visit Carville. Mrs. 
Ahnemiller was president the Wash- 
ington Department, Legion Auxiliary, 
1952-53 and since then, has served 
continuously national committee 
chairmanships, last year heading the 
National Child Welfare program. 

The committee, now headed Mrs. 
Ahnemiller, has its aim service 
the community and service through 
cation, The projects here sponsored 
the Auxiliary include the station wagon 
(up-keep fund) guest fund, community 
activities fund and support THE 
STAR’s educational program sub- 
scriptions from ALA units throughout 
the country. 

addition the installation cere- 
monies, Mrs. Ahnemiller and her party 
were taken the “grand 
Chaplain Carl Elder and later visited 
with Dr. Edgar Johnwick, Medical 
Charge. 

Mrs. Ahnemiller was attractive 
addition the Carville landscape and 
know will much further the 
cause educated public opinion 
Hansen’s disease. 


Vets Day from page 
Grande Chef the 40&8 Louisiana, 
and Mrs. Lucille Amacker, Bogalusa, 
Department President the American 
Legion Auxiliary. 

Other dignitaries and guests included 
Paul Aucoin, Thibodaux, National 
Executive Committeeman, American 
Legion; Joe Exnocius, New Orleans, 
Grande Chef Passe; Hooper 
Shreveport, STAR Chairman the 
Louisiana Voiture, and Mrs. Hooper; 
Ralph Neese, Baton Rouge, Chef 
Gare, Voiture 340; James Neese and 
Mrs. Neese, and Frank Nesom and Mrs. 
Nesom, (both men are former Chefs 
Gare Voiture 340); Emile Bourg, 
Baton Rouge, Division Veterans 
George May, Baton Rouge, 
Chief Train Passe; Sam Michael, 
Baton Rouge, the Carville Coordinat- 
ing Committee; Sam Rubin, Monroe, 
Coordinating Committee; Jack Rubin, 


Monroe, and Fred Francis, Baton 
Rouge. 
Following the patients 


and guests enjoyed barbecue prepared 
Frank Nesom and Albert Steinbeck 
and made possible the National 
through the Carville Coordinating Com- 
mittee, the Grand Voiture Louisi- 


ana. The department the 


hospital cooperated. 

The evening was marked dance 
sponsored Foss-Landry Post No. 
AMVETS, Baton Rouge. 


1959 


ter) won the championship the Semi-An- 
nual Carville Invitational Golf Tournament 
played here, October 18. Young was 
also tourney medalist. Trophies were pre- 
sented Los Angeles Dodger Trainer 
Harold “Doc” Wendler, (2nd 
and Carville’s Chief, Special Services, T.H. 
Rickman, Jr., (extreme right). Other key 
figures the tournament shown here are: 
Bob Michael (extreme left), Recreational 
Supervisor, Ernest Dennis Jr., (3rd from 
left), patient medalist; Marion Scobell, 
Baton Rouge Golf Pro, and Henry Thomas, 
New Orleans, Golf Pro City Park, Rec- 
reation Consultant. Scobell and Thomas 
served the Tournament Committee. 


Carville’s nine-hole patient golf course 
swarmed with golfers Oct. 18, the 
Semi-Annual Fall Carville Invita- 
tional Golf Tournament got under way 
attracting hopefuls from near 

About 100 golfers, including pa- 
tient golfers, took part the increas- 
ingly popular event. Visiting contest- 
ants came from neighboring communi- 
ties Baton Rouge, Donaldsonville, 
Lutcher, Denham Springs and New Or- 
leans and from far away Vicksburg, 
Miss. 

Ernest Dennis STAR staffer, 
was patient medalist with qualifying 
mark 36. Pete Mungia, also patient, 
was runner-up the second flight with 
39. 

Jackie Jr., Baton Rouge, 
won the championship the tourna- 
ment and was also qualifying medalist 
with qualifying score 32. 

addition the championship tro- 
phy, prizes including golf clubs and 
bags were given tournament winners 
and runners up. 

The event becoming 
more and more popular with visiting 
golfers Carville’s general area and 
the response good that the course 
filled capacity with golfers the 
big day. 

* * * * 


For the 10th consecutive year, Harold 
Wendler, trainer the World 
Champion Los Angeles Dodgers, gave 


sport fans opportunity 


quiz him past seasons sort 
dressing room session here October 28. 

“Doc” spends his winters nearby 
Baton Rouge and comes Carville 
after each season discuss baseball 
with Carville’s avid fans who keep 
abreast sports and other events 
through television, radio and newspa- 
pers. Carville also endebted “Doc” 
for bringing major league baseball play- 
ers here each February for talk fest. 


Sorry, 


the September-October issue 
STAR announced that three- 
panel display depicting the three-fold 
objectives our publication was then 
available veterans organizations, 
church groups and others. That much 
was Okay, but failed mention its 
dimensions and weight. our chagrin, 
have now learned that the display 
much too large and unwieldy for the 
purpose for which was intended. 
just under five feet height and would 
measure nine feet extended. weighs 
pounds. spite this bulk, the 
present display still available any 
sturdy group which might able 
handle and willing pay the cost 
shipping its next point back 
Carville. THE STAR will pay the 
beautiful display and would make 
hit any gathering. Its only defect 
its size. 

This means that the cost shipping 
the display would considerable, e.g., 
costs $4.58 ship the display ex- 
press from Carville Crowley, La., 
distance approximately 125 miles. 

order remedy our mistake, 
are now having similar display made 
which can mailed parcel post and 
will fit easily the trunk car. 

porters who have already requested 
booking and those who are thinking 
doing so, want say that are 
truly sorry for having goofed and that 
are making every effort get the 


ready for use, will spread the word 
THE STAR. 


Student’s Speech Carville 
Ranks High State 4-H 


Competition 


Edgar Daigle, Jr. 


“Are you afraid leprosy? I’m not. 
mother and father have been em- 
ployed the leprosarium Carville 
for fifteen years.” 

These striking words are the opening 
speech which placed 17-year-old 
St. Gabriel High School student among 
the top six Louisiana 4-H Club 
Speech competition earlier this year. 

The speech, written and delivered 
(Bennie) Daigle, Jr., tells the 
story this hospital and entitled 
“The Miraculous Hospital Carville.” 

The talk traces the history the 
hospital and its final statement shows 
uncommonly enlightened view 
disease and its treatment today. 
though leprosy has not been defeated, 

reeling. The miraculous sulfone 
drugs used the last few years have 
been responsible for the discharge 
many patients whose future had seemed 
hopeless. The search for absolute 
cure goes Carville and all over 
the world.” 

Young Daigle the son Mr. and 
Mrs. Edgar Daigle who 
employees. 

Edgar Jr., active the 4-H Club 
and has been leader nearby St. 
Gabriel High plays 
basketball and the track team. 
His plan for the future enter 
Louisiana State University next June 
and study either engineering com- 
merce. 


Our Friend Irma 
“The Friendliest Person 
New Orleans” 


Mrs. Irma Griffatta 1811 Jack- 
son New Orleans, shown holding 
the which was given her Station 
WTIX for being “the friendliest person 
New Orleans”. 

Carville patients have basked the 
warmth our friend Irma’s friendship 
many years, and localites are that 
Irma slowly but surely recovering from 
long illness. 


Scout 


Four years ago, Nicky Hayes, son 
Mrs. J.F. Chapel, 221 Lillian St., Bossier 
City, La., was Cub Scout who became 
interested Carville and its Edu- 
cational program, particularly its school 
told associates about the glad 
fiow giving, and they gave. 

The next year reminded fellow 
members and again 500 pennies made 
bucks for the use the Carville 
school. 


the third year unfurled its annual 
the helpful Cub Scout became 
full fledged scout. Out his own 
earnings and savings sent his 
Carville, five dollars that 
represented lot grass cutting 
produce. 

Today Nicky, year older and 
wraps some his earned 
savings for Carville’s school program. 

Four and four wins, gives Nicky 
glorious start helpfulness. 

Thank you youngsters! Keep the 
good work and will keep the 
admiration status, help us! 

Nicky member Scout Troop 
sponsored the First Baptist 
Church Bossier City. His mother 
ardent THE STAR 
end its content. She also staunch 
port institution. 


SAY YES NOE 


Carville patients voting the State 
Democratic primary election, Dec. 
(Precinct Ward Iberville Parish, 
within the boundaries this hospi- 
tal) favored former Governor James 
Noe, Monroe, La., their choice 
for governor. Mr. Noe received 
votes while former Governor Jimmy 


Davis and Mayor deLesseps 
New Orleans, each received es. 
Bill Dodd got votes and Allen and 
Rainach each received one vote. 


Carville goes, the state goes 
other way, Mr. Noe finished fourth 
the race. When James Noe was 
ernor the State Louisiana 
1936, was largely responsible for 
bring the first telephone this hos- 
pital for use the patients. was 
also the first Louisiana governor 
U.S. Public Health Service 
Hospital, and voting for Mr. 
Carville patients paid debt grati- 
tude. 


LIONS FRATERNIZE 


The local Point Clair Lions Club 
had group visiting Lions their 
guests November 18. District Governor 
“Pete” Andrepont, Baton Rouge, 
was accompanied Carville 
cabinet: P.V. Slocum, Deputy District 
Governor John Dial, District 
Publications Chairman; and John Mas- 
sarrachia, District all 
Baton Rouge, and Deputy District Gov- 
ernor Ralph Kling, Sr. Gonzales. 
Other visiting Lions present and ac- 
counted for included R.E. Champagne, 
and Ralph Kling Sorrento, A.B. 
Frazier and Bradley Diaz Gonzales. 


The main topic the Lions’ get 
together was the Crippled Children’s 
Summer Camp, major project Lou- 
isiana Lions. The camp financed 
Louisiana Lions and other civic minded 
individuals the state. The local Point 
Clair Lions Club very proud their 
participation this project. The Club’s 
latest drive for funds for the Camp, 
Thanksgiving week, brought total 
$146.50. 


PARTIES 


Senior citizens ajt this hospital were 
honor guests party given the ball- 
room Sunday afternoon, Oct. 11, group 
Baton Rouge friends who originated the 
idea several years ago. 


“Let them eat cake,” must have been the 
thought the Sixth District, American 
Legion Auxiliary, Department when 
they provided about 100 cakes, most 
them homemade, for the Auxiliary’s annual 
Thanksgiving party here. Mrs. Sam Cashio 
Maringouin, La., Sixth Dist. ALA Presi- 
dent, presided hostess, assisted her 
husband State Rep. Sam Cashio. Mrs. 
cille Amacker, Bogalusa, Dept. Pres., and 
Mrs. Alma Poe, Morganza, Dept. Gold Star 
Mother, were among the special guests. 


November- December 


j 


Hawaii Treatment 
Years Old 


Hale Mohalu, the Hansen’s disease 
treatment center Pearl City, near 
Honolulu, our new state Hawaii, 
celebrated its 10th birthday, Oct. 12. 

The State’s top man the field, Dr. 
Ira Hirschy, said the last years have 
brought “tremendous advances the 
area medical treatment Hansen’s 


“The change public attitude and 
beliefs seems have kept pace with 
these medical advances,” Hirschy said. 
director the Hansen’s disease 
division the State Health Dept. 

Hale Mohalu Hawaiian name 
patients. Since its opening the former 
WAVE barracks Oct, 12, 1949, the 
institution has discharged 
They included patients who returned 
the jobs they held before they entered 
center. 


employable ex-patient has been 
refused job because had been hos- 
pitalized for Hansen’s disease—once con- 
sidered incurable and lifetime stigma. 


Health department officials believe 
that this attitude the part em- 
ployers, carried over into the communi- 
ty, will long way toward erasing 
the cruel feelings the past. 

All new patients who have been diag- 
nosed Hansen’s disease cases are 
treated Hale Mohalu, except for 
few who have requested transfer the 
Kalaupapa Settlement Molokai. Sul- 
fone therapy has enabled patients re- 
turn the community and lead normal 
lives. Out-patient and follow-up activi- 
ties are carried out clinics 
weekly Oahu. the Neighbor Is- 
lands, private physicians take over such 
duties. 

Sulfone treatment continued 
long medically necessary. There are 
166 out-patients the State, whom 
are former hospital patients tem- 
porary release. The remainder are pa- 
tients whose ailment was diagnosed 
the pre-infectious stage. They not re- 
quire hospitalization. 

Dr. Grace Hedgcock has guided Hale 
Mohalu’s medical program since 1950. 

The overall medical program for Han- 
sen’s disease directed Dr. Edwin 
Chung-Hoon, 25-year veteran 
the field. 

Hawaii, the Old Testament name 
“leprosy”, has been officially replaced 
the term Hansen’s disease (Act 53, 
approved Territorial legislature 


April 20, 1949). THE STAR, this 


and believe contributing factor 
Hawaii, 
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Samoa 


was astonished read Dr. 
Arnold’s article, “American Medicine 
Hawaii, 1820-1959,” published the 
October issue the JOURNAL, that 
over $1,000,000 year was spent 
leprosy. American Samoa the fis- 
cal year 1958, $5,078 was spent for this 
purpose. that time, American Samoa 
had residence patients, whom 
matous lesions. New cases appeared 
the rate about year. 

Robert Price, M.D. 
Amarillo, Texas 

Dr. Price’s letter was referred Dr. 
Arnold, who offers the following reply: 

Hawaii isn’t embarrassed spending 


$12 per hospitalized patient per day for- 


its leprosy program. The per diem cost 
the United States Public Health 
Service Hospital Carville, Louisiana, 
$20, Like Carville, provide com- 
plete care and treatment, including re- 
constructive and reparative surgery, 
dental care, physical and occupational 
therapy and vocational rehabilitation. 
anything comparable this being 
provided Samoa cents per 
patient per day, they must con- 
ducting highly efficient operation. 
Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D. 
Honolulu,, Hawaii 
From the Editor the 
NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL 
MEDICINE, Nov. 19, 1959. 
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Miss Lucy Dies 


Mrs. St. Clair Favrot, 80, well- 
known Baton Rouge personality, lead- 
ing civic worker, and pioneer friend 
Carville, died November 19. resi- 
dent Baton Rouge for the past 
years, and known her hundreds 
friends Mrs. Favrot. and 
her husband, the late St. Clair Favrot, 
were among Carville’s most faithful 
friends the early years the hospital, 
when such friends were few indeed. 

They visited here regularly, and Mrs. 
Favrot continued her interest through 
the years, particularly the small group 
Spanish-American War veterans 
hospitalized here. She was past state 
president the United Spanish War 
Veterans Auxiliary, and national Car- 
ville chairman for this organization, 
several occasions, she spoke Car- 
ville gatherings the 
USWVA. 

Almost everyone who knew “Miss 
Lucy” has favorite anecdote about 
her. recall that once, good many 
years ago, she came here see 
Spanish-American War veteran who 
was the Infirmary and very ill. She 
arrived about supper time. She took 
one look the man’s tray, and protested 
the diet kitchen, and was 
they would see what they could 
about tomorrow. “Tomorrow?” Miss 
Lucy spurted, something 
about today!” With that, she marched 
herself over Dr. Johansen’s home 
(Dr. Johansen was then our Medi- 
cal Officer Charge) and before Dr. 
knew what had happened him, 
she brought him back the Infirmary 
and the patient got tray food 
suitable his condition. 


General Merchants 
Carville, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Fancy Groceries, 
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Subscribers Attention 
When writing about change 
address, sending your subscription, 
kindly address your envelope to: 
STAR 

Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 

Carville, Louisiana 
Checks money orders for subscrip 


tions should made payable THE 
STAR. 


Change Address 
THE STAR mailed second class 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new 
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When the National Board Di- 
rectors the American Home De- 
monstration Council Association and 
State Presidents, group busy 
women, met Portland, Ore., Oct- 
ober, each one was given copy THE 
STAR (May-June 1959) Mrs. Karl 
Kraak, State President the Louisiana 
Home Demonstration Council. That par- 
ticular issue carried “What Cooks 
Carville What Cooks Carville?” 
and making arrangements for THE 
STAR distribution, our own Mrs. Myr- 
tle Anderson, 
Parish Home Demonstration Agent, 
said, think Louisiana quite proud 
the fact that they can boast that they 
have this Home Demonstration Club 
Carville.” 

Another outgrowth Mrs, Ander- 
son’s interest Carville came recently. 
The story the May-June STAR about 
the home demonstration club Mrs. An- 
derson organized here, came the at- 
tention one our readers Hawaii 
and she wrote Mrs. Anderson seek- 
ing advice how start similar club 
there. 

THE STAR was also very much 
evidence the recent Rehabilitation 
Conference the Department Kans- 
as, American Legion Auxiliary, where 
Mrs. Joe Minardi, distributed copies. 

Out Wyoming, Mrs. Dorothy 
Holder, Rehabilitation Chairman, De- 
partment Wyoming, American Le- 
gion Auxiliary, issued special bulletin 
all Units promote subscriptions 
THE STAR. 

The Iowa Legionnaire (Sept. 1959) 
co-operated with the American Legion 
Auxiliary its drive for STAR subs 
the Hawkeye State, running 
column calling Iowa Auxiliaires 
subscribe themselves, and place THE 
STAR libraries. Mrs. Lucile Monk, 
Des Moines, Dept. Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer, sent copy the informa- 
tive column. 


Change Address 
THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new address. 


The “Ugly American” Generous 


With the attention being given the 
“ugly American” concept 
ered the best selling book that 
title, would well note that 
Americans have other 
generosity, for example. 

From the flow clippings coming 
our desk, there are many which make 
good cases point. 

One generous American Captain 
Edgar Raynis, Levittown, L.I., New 
York, who served advisor the Re- 
public Korea’s chaplain corps. While 
Korea literally gave new lease 
life 300 patients helping 
them make their colony self-sustain- 
ing and providing chapel and hospital. 

The Delaware Junior Chamber 
Commerce sponsored program called 
“Project Doctor” aid victims 
the Far East. They collected drug 
s.mples hand the offices doc- 
tors, dentists and pharmacists and 
shipped them physicians and clinics 
the Far East. Governor Caleb 
Boggs Delaware endorsed 
ject. total 775 pounds the drug 
samples vital the underdeveloped 
areas where Hansen’s disease exists, was 
shipped Bangkok, Thailand. 

New Orleans, “steamboat Soi- 
ree” sponsored annually the Pro 
Christo Laborantes aboard 
seeing boat, the “President”, This bene- 
fit held aid victims Hansen’s 
disease foreign countries, through 
the Catholic Medical Missions aboard. 

Thousands youngsters wearing 
orange and black arm bands collected 
pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters 
again this year Halloween for UNI- 
CEF for the welfare children all over 
the world. 


Boys and girls observed Halloween 
ringing doorbells and carrying 
tons marked with the name “United 
Nations Children’s 

“Trick treat” pennies some 
100 countries, and mobile clinics for 
are among many splen- 
did projects. 

Earlier this year Mrs. Theodore 
Roeser Tarrytown, N.Y., received the 
Pro Ecclesia Pontific award from 
Pope John XXIII. was given recog- 
nition “her years devoted service 
the missions, especially the Culion 
Hansen’s disease sanitorium the 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s famed jungle 
hospital and village Lambarene, 
French Equatorial Africa, regularly 
benefits from the gifts generous 
Americans. large shipment clothing 
and supplies for the village left St. 
Louis October. 

The goods, donated various St. 
Louis businesses, will birthday 


gift Dr. Schweitzer, who will 
years old January 14. 


Lisle Ramsey, Louis business- 
and Baptist church leader, will 
present the gift Dr, Schweitzer. 


For the eighth consecutive year, our 
good friend Marion Preminger New 
York, will make birthday pilgrimage 
Lambarene, taking with her substan- 
cial sum money which she raises 
through lecture tours and other fund 
raising projects. 

Mrs. A.P. Borden, 93, 
‘Texas invited everyone her birthday 
party Sunday, October 25, and openly 
asked for not the kind 
gifts most people like receive birth- 
days. 

lieu gifts friends contributed 
some $4,787.00 for the American Lep- 
rosy Missions, Mrs. Borden’s favorite 
charity-she has celebra‘ed 
day this manner for the past years. 
The money raised this year will used 
for the McManis- Borden Buildin 
Fund construct hospital for 
patients Makunda Assam, India. 


The Zimmer Manufacturing Co., 
Warsaw, Ind., recently donated surplus 
equipment Dr. John Driesbach 
the Kano Leprosarium, Sudan Interior 
Mission, Nigeria. 


The equipment was presented Dr. 
Driesbach during his furlough 
USA. now back work Kano 
from where wrote apprecia- 
tion Robert Delp, Zimmer Co. 
official, The letter dated Oct. reads 
part: 


many shiny instruments and 
pliances would beautiful behold 
the eyes any surgeon. They were doubly 
beautiful me, who for years had been 
doctor the African Bush, 
ministering thousands leprosy patients. 

“Many the instruments had had 
work with were old, cast-offs that were 
pressed into duty for which they were never 
intended. Many were past the age retire- 
ment. more than one occasion have 
had make own instruments for 
jobs, such tendon stripper made from 
bushing, bicylce spoke, and the 
handle table knife. 

“It was almost too much comprehend 
that all these were mine, outright 
equipment that never could have purchaseu 
the very limited budget mission 
hospital, equipment which could readily 
put use since the bulk our work 
orthopedic nature. Most people not 
realize the great opportunities for reha- 
bilitative surgery leprosy patients. De- 
formed hands and feet await our surgical 
care and 


These are just few the many, 
many examples generous spirit 
the part people throughout the Unit- 
States. seems particularly appro- 
priate report them this season 
the year, when the concept “it 
more blessed give than 
takes added meaning. 


November- December 
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Thank you for your kindness forward- 
ing the last two issues THE STAR, the 
latter which has just arrived here. was 
particularly interested, and gratified, read 


May-June issue, since believe this reflects 


commendable interest the health 
problems the rest the world; and 
the “Brief Chronicle Leprosy” the same 
issue, which gave factual, though neces- 
sarily brief, account the present state 
knowledge the disease. 

Contrary the spirit both these 
articles was your “Who When. 
Where and What” the July-August issue. 
number points that section 
taken issue with, but, general, 
should like comment the completely 
undignified and emotional tone the page 
something that does not reflect credit 
excellent publication. 

was, course, particularly interested 
your comments upon the publicity re- 
ceived upon departure from the United 
States. First let assure you that any 
publicity was not sought personally. 
that any sensational attitude be- 
trayed the so-called 
entirely the result the over-active im- 
agination the journalistic profession. 
any time was approached personally 
the press, took great pains explain that 
the disease leprosy was not contagious 
most common infectious diseases, and 
that the personal risks were not 
culosis also carefully avoided 
any reference and explained 
that felt this was word with unfortunate 
connotations which should not used 
connection with patients with the disease 
leprosy. That these points were not men- 
tioned any the articles is, believe, 
interesting commentary the mentality 
other members your profession, that 
journalism. believe that your cause 
might much further advanced calling 
the attention the writers their errors, 
rather than publishing diatribe the 
sort your July-August issue, without 
ascertained where the fault lay. 

did not, course, avoid reference the 
term “leprosy” any time, though did 
mention that certain segments the lay 
public would prefer have known 
believe the fact that 
you believe this necessary sad com- 
mentary the general intelligence the 
American people. certainly not con- 
sidered necessary the vast majority 
the medical profession, you are weil 
aware. can hardly believe that the use 
euphimistic and historically unjustified 
term will alleviate the unwarranted and ex- 
aggerated fear the disease, which still 
unfortunately, exists throughout the world; 
anymore than cancerophobia can elimin- 
ated the use euphimism such 
“mitotic 

Finally, should like state that the 


publicity received leaving the Unitea 


States has been real revelation 
how completely average person can 
the mercy the press. Misquotations 
were rampant throughout everything that 
was written. Among these, was the “station- 
wagon business” which you, common 
with other journalists, have made issue 
of. may interest you know that never 
mentioned any such thing, and fact, such 
item would completely impracticable 
locality such ours, where, during 
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the rainy season, many roads are impass- 
able even jeep with wheel drive—a fact 
which was well aware prior de- 
parture from the United States. 

Let commend you, again, for such 
articles those your May-June issue, 
and hope you will concentrate more 
the same nature. encourage such interests, 
should glad contribute article, 
sometime the future, the particular 
problems our Montagnard patients with 
leprosy, you feel this would acceptable. 
have here group aborigines who 
battle not only their disease, and unbeliev- 
able ignorance concerning it, but such basic 
problems lack food and shelter. Might 
not accordance with your policy 
“radiating the light truth Hansen’s 
disease”, consider more often the 
light the problems sufferers the 
disease throughout the world, rather than 
solely from the standpoint those who are 
fortunate enough hospitalized the 
United States? spite the misfortune 
having the disease, sincerely believe 
you must realize how incredibly better 
your lot than that other patients many 
parts the world. 

Particia Smith, M.D. 
Leproserie Dakkia 
Mission Catholique 
Kontum, Vietnam 


Dr. Smith contends that the several re- 
porters who wrote articles prior her de- 
parture for Vietnam misrepresented what 
and that THE STAR should have 
where the fault lay before pub- 
“diatribe” against her. The fact 
Smith was this country from 
(the date the first article come 
our attention) until June 21, (the date 
the article prior her departure) and 
during that time she herself was certainly 
free take issue with any one the writ- 
who she says misquoted her. 

Strange the fact that reporters 
for the New News (circulation 2,079, 
and the Seattle, Washington, 
telligencer (circulation 193,329) well 
syndicated columnist Bob Considine whose 
articles appear throughout the country, all 
misunderstood Dr. Smith the same 
manner. 

fact one quotation used verbatim 
two reporters, Considine and Mary O’- 
Flaherty. Both reporters carried the state- 
ment the identical wording and even 
punctuated the same. This would lead 
one think that came from prepared 
press release rather than what Dr. terms 
so-called “interviews”. 

Dr. Smith did, unless all three reporters 
deliberately told the same some 
mention station Considine said 
her “chief concern” was for station wagon. 
Charles Russell the Seattle paper said 
the station wagon was her “number one 
concern”. Miss said her article 
that Dr. Smithwante “mobile therapy 
unit”. And there certainly nothing wrong 
seeking station wagon, one was need- 
ed, but objected the emotional appeal 
which the publicity was slanted—that 
“she may may not contact the disease”, 
etc. 

Dr. Smith takes issue with our conten- 
tion that the word “leprosy” should 
abandoned and terms the expression Han- 
sen’s disease, “euphimistic and historical- 
unjustified” term. the contrary, “lep- 
rosy” the historically unjustified term... 
application Biblical term present- 
day disease. 

She charges that THE STAR does not 
carry its interest the problems “lep- 
rosy” throughout the world.This not true 
and the “unkindest cut all” that 
STAR international publication 
and assists individuals and groups through- 
out the world. just don’t toot our horn 
personal nature. However, since Dr. Smith 
up, the correspondence such 
case, which THE STAR acted liaison 
uctween worker and well-known 
physician India, was recently reviewed 
our MOC, Dr. Johnwick. The MOC said, 
“This one the best demonstrations 
‘hands across the sea’ that has come over 


desk long time”. 

Dr. Smith proposes write article 
for THE STAR. Good. Send on. 

commend Dr, Smith for the fine work 
know she doing, but cannot per- 
mit unjustified charges against THE STAR 
and its little efforts unchallenged.—Ed. 


have signed contract with Swedish 
publisher place upon the market 20,000 
BELOVED, paper back, the Swedish 
language. The book was published 1952, 
and has been out print since 1956. This 
international awakening the affliction 
Hansen’s disease, the hospital Carville, 
the magic sulfones, attribute great 
degree, your publication THE STAR. 
May continue shed its light! 

Thelma Thompson Slayden 
Chamblee, Georgia 


Thelma Thompson, old friend, presi- 
dent The Atlanta Writers Club. She 
the author several novels. Much the 
story MHMB takes place Carville, 
and one the main characters has HD, and 
my, what complications ensue, the nar- 
Miss Thompson’s novel along 
its entertainment, enlight 


The articles THE STAR the un- 
necessary publicizing “leprosy cases” 
were brought the attention the Execu- 
tive Committee their meeting Washing- 
ton, D.C., October 14-16; 

This problem was discussed and are 
sympathy with your situation. is, 
should be, the policy any health depart- 
ment withhold the names patients 
with any contagious disease confidential. 

These particular cases which you referred 
seem centered within the juris- 
diction county city health departments. 


The only aid that can offer bring 


the attention each state health officer, 
through our Newsletter, that this type 
information should kept confidential. 
the Association can any further 
assistance, please let know. 
Mack Shanholtz, M.D. 
Secretary-Treasurer 
The Association State and 
Territorial Health Officers 


are encouraged Dr. Shanholtz’ co- 
operative attitude. feel that have 
made contact with very important and 
very sympathetic individual who the 
“right” organization put stop the 
unwarranted publicity health officers some- 
times give cases.—Ed. 


This belated word appreciation 

for the recent (to us) number THE STAR. 
Since always pass after reading 
don’t have refer to. 
remember the three points greatest 
interest were the comments the 
new book the author “Miracle 
your own exchange with Francis 
Parkinson Keyes and course your excel- 
lent treatment correspondence with 
our Church Book 

One the patients remarked inter- 
view that could have just part 
what Uncle Sam spending him 
outside. can see that that could true. 
person could even partially self- 
supporting the outside would make 
sense arrange for him leave the 
institution. 

More and more children are being taken 
foster homes than the old 
fashioned “Orphans’ Homes.” Old people 
are, under certain conditions, better off 
private homes than Even 
mental patients are being taken care 
private homes some places. 

get people out Carville and into 
sympathetic and cooperative environment 
the outside world would not easy. 
would take careful selection and follow 
work and would cost money perhaps 


(continued) 


“ 


* * 
‘ 


(continuation MAILBAG) 


even more money than keeping the people 
Carville. But think would pay off not 
only benefits the individual thus cared 
for but the battle you and THE STAR 
have been fighting valiantly and efficient- 
for many years. All kinds money 
spent Research. Why not fund for Re- 
search (and improvement of) Public 
Attitudes toward Hansen’s disease? 
getting facetious? 

This comes with our best wishes that you 
may have happy Holiday Season. You may 
interested know that recent years 
Christmas Greeting cards are available 
bazaars even the small cities India 
and quite usual for non-Christian 
friends send Christmas Greetings, 
even bring small gifts Christmas Day. 

Rev. Robert Oberly, S.T.M., D.D. 
The India Mission The United 
Lutheran Church America 
Riverdale Rajahmundry 
Godvari Dist. 
India 


always enjoy getting THE STAR. 

Way back 1896, think was, 
father, Dr. Luis Alvarez, was asked 
the Board Health Hawaii would 
willing prepare himself some 
research leprosy. was then govern- 
ment physician Oahu, accepted the 
offer and went Johns Hopkins University 
where day and night studied bacteriology 
under William Welch and his group. 
came back Hawaii, set laboratory 
Kalihi, suburb Honolulu, and went 
work. would over Kalaupapa and 
get some the patients whom thought 
might worth treating. father prepared 
serum which used some patients 
whose disease cleared up. also developed 


the method making diagnoses the 
eases skin lesions. With mouse-toothed 
forcep would lift tiny bit skin 
from white area and would 
put little glass mortar with few 
drops water. would have grind 
until the tissue disappeared. Then would 
make smears and stain them for Hansen’s 
bacillus, Often would find them. 
father reported this technique the Lepra 
Conferenz Germany in, think, 
Some three years ago doctor friend 

flew his cub plane from big landing 
strip Molokai over the precipices and 
down Kalaupapa. There had visit 
with the doctor charge. 

Walter Alvarez, M.D. 

Chicago, Illinois 


are indebted our friend, Dr. Al- 
varez, author widely syndicated health 
column, who from time time devotes his 
column discussion Hansen’s disease. 
recent column, appearing newspapers 
throughout the country, stressed the 
concept that so-called leprosy one the 
least contagious diseases there is, “if 
contagious all”. beneficial outgrowth 
the column came the Baton Rouge 
STATE TIMES which published editori- 
based Dr. Alvarez’ column. One good 
deed begets another, seems.—Ed. 


was just briefed Hansen’s disease 
Doctor Irving Marshall the USCAR office 
here Okinawa, too bad more people 
couldn’t hear his views keeping with your 
own “Radiating the Light Truth 
Hansen’s 

have over 300 patients hospital 
Miyako Island, visit occasionally. 
part Doctor Marshall’s work out here. 
can now participate little more intelli- 
gently the rehabilitation these sick 
people from chat with Doctor Marshall. 

One suggestion with 
news and developments via THE STAR”. 
So, here $1.00 for year’s subscription. 

Father Martin 
Catholic Mission 
Miyako Island 
Ryukyu Islands 


are grateful Colonel Marshall, 
Chief Public Health and Welfare, United 
States Civil Administration, Ryukyus, 
Okinawa, for introducing THE STAR 
Father Martin.—Ed. 


Show Draws Protests 
from STAR Readers 


October 31, 1959 


NBC Broadcasting System 
New York, New York 


When Moon and Sixpence was recorded 
Talking Books for the Blind, Somerset 
Maugham wrote special preface which 
himself read onto records. was moved 
the experience that broke down the 
first reading and had re-record it. 


Such preface the really excellent 
production last night (Oct. 30) would have 
made everything perfect. is, the mis- 
conceptions about “leprosy” which time 
and research have brought light were 
kere perpetuated. not that the sym- 
bols the book need have lost their liter- 
ary impact through such preface; 
rather that the whole truth was not served. 


Blindness frequently used some- 
what similar symbol. The public large 
gradually learning the truth about blind- 
ness without destroying the worth old 
written before the truth was 
widely recognized. The major curse 
blindness the social one. How much 
this the case with Hansen’s disease. With- 
out footnote, Moon and Sixpence can hurt 
the millions people who suffer from 


Hansen’s disease. What’s done done, but 
can pray that enlightenment the fu- 
ture can accompany entertainment. It’s 
much more edifying when does. 


Charles Ritter 
Denver, Colo. 


Mr. Ritter, formerly head the Gadget 
Division the American Foundation for 
the Blind, New York, long time friend 
and subscriber THE STAR. has 
visited Carville several times. Ritter’s letter 
one several NBC received from STAR 
readers concerning the 
Somerset Maugham’s Moon and Sixpence. 


a_letter NBC President, Robert 
Kintner, Dr. L.P. Gay, Jefferson City, Mo., 
lergist, protested, “You have done wicked, 
cruel, and dishonest thing transmitting 


the Moon and Sixpence over the television 
network. There has always been great 
and unreasoning fear the contagiousness 
infectiousness this disease. Efforts 
have been made for more than eighty years, 
ever since the discovery the bacillus 
Hansen, transmit this bacillus man 
and lower animals, but with success. 
The four postulates Koch have never 
been fulfilled. 


“In this picture, which was viewed 
probably millions people, Gauguin was 
represented having developed ac- 
quired leprosy. This untruth, and you 
have done damage the many 
thousands innocent victims Hansen- 
osis this country and abroad. apology 
due these people, for untrue that 
leprosy can transmitted from One person 
another.” 

NBC’s answer Mr. Ritter, signed 
Kathryn Cole, Manager, Department 
Information, boils down this: 
ducing the production Six- 
pence, NBC was providing entertainment 
for its diversified audience. 
sentation was for American audiences, and 
the possible number viewers having 
Hansen’s disease was very 
centage.” 


Change Address 
THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new address. 


STATEMENT REQUIRED THE ACT 
AUGUST 24, 1912, AMENDED 
THE ACTS MARCH 1933, AND 
JULY (Title 39, United States Code, 
Section 233) SHOWING THE OWNER- 
SHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULA- 
TION THE STAR published bi-monthly, 
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital, 
Carville, La. for November, 1959. 


The names and addresses the pub- 
lisher, editor, managing editor, and busl- 
ness managers are: 

Publisher-- group patients, U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospital, Carville, La. 

Editor-- Stanley Stein, U.S.P.H.S. Hos- 
pital, Carville, La. 


Managing editor--Mary Ruth Broussard, 

Business manager--Mary Ruth Broussard, 


The owner is: (If owned corpora- 
tion, its name and address must stated 
and also immediately thereunder the names 
and addresses stockholders owning 
holding percent more total amount 
stock. not owned corporation, the 
names and addresses the individual own- 
ers must given. If-owned partner- 
ship other unincorporated firm, its name 
and address, well that each individ- 
ual member, must given.) 


vocational training non-profit basis, 
headed Stanley Stein, Editor and Mary 
Ruth Broussard, Managing Editor and Busi- 
ville, La. 


The known bondholders, mortgagees, 
and other security holders owning hold- 
ing percent more total amount 
bonds, mortgages, other securities are: 
(If there are none, state.) NONE 


Paragraphs and include, cases 
where the stockholder security holder 
appears upon the books the company 
trustee any other fiduciary relation, 
the name the person corporation for 
whom such trustee acting; also the state- 
ments the two paragraphs show the af- 
fiant’s full knowledge and belief the 
circumstances and conditions under which 
stockholders and security holders who 
not appear upon the books the company 
trustees, hold stock and securities 
pacity other than that bona fide owner. 


The average number copies each 
issue this publication sold 
through the mails otherwise, paid sub- 
scribers during the months preceding the 
date shown above was: (This information 
required from daily, weekly, semiweekly, 
and triweekly newspapers only.) 


Mary Ruth Broussard, Business Manager 
(Signature business manager) 


Sworn and subscribed before this 
day November, 1959. 
(seal) Sister Laura Stricker 
(My commission for life) 
Notary Public and for the Parish 
Iberville, State Louisiana 


Early diagnosis and prompt treatment 
the heart the contral program 
Hansen’s disease. Professional groups 
such medical societies, nurses, medi- 
cal and nursing students, etc., are urged 
write to: 

PHS Communicable Disease Center 

P.O. Box 185 
Chamblee, Georgia 

and book the film “Recognition 
Leprosy”. The film available 
charge, except return postage. 

_The average patient entering this hos- 
pital has had the disease for five years 


more. Don’t let this happen the 
next fellow! 


November- December 
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Located the eastern shore the Mississippi Carville, La., the U.S. Public Health Service the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare operates Study Center and Hospital community for the treatment and rehabilitation 
patients with Hansen’s disease. Financed entirely through funds appropriated Congress, (budget for fiscal year 1959, 
July 1959-June 30, 1960, approximately $1,900,000), Carville the only place the continental United States where 
person with Hansen’s disease may assured admission, medical care and full maintenance. 

1894 the State opened home for its residents with “leprosy” the present site which was formerly 
the old “Camp The State institution operated home rather than hospital. 

1917 Congressional action charged the U.S, Public Health Service with responsibility for the care and treatment 
Hansen’s disease patients from all parts the United States. Because World War action this legislative measure 
was postponed for several years. Then committee Public Health Service officers was appointed select suitable site 
for the proposed hospital. Great difficulty was experienced this State cared cede territory the Government 
for that purpose. Finally, the matter was settled purchasing from the State January 1921, the pro- 
perty occupied the Louisiana Home. 

Carville’s staff, numbering about 250, consists commissioned officers the U.S. Public Health Service and quali- 
fied employees certified the U.S. Service Commission. The latter include the Daughters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul who came Carville its early days State administration. 

CARVILLE OBJECTIVES TODAY, outlined Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, are: 

give medical and surgical care patients with Hansen’s disease, commonly known leprosy, and record, 
uate and report such experiences order improve the management cases. 

collect and analyze epidemiologic information admitted cases order that more effective public health 
measures may taken control Hansen’s disease the United States and elsewhere, and maintain liaison with 
States and Territorial Health Departments and Bureaus and Divisions the Federal Government concerned with the 
control Hansen’s disease. 

conduct research Hansen’s disease and its and cooperate with government and private agencies con- 
ducting studies that promise yield information which will help control Hansen’s disease. 

disseminate objective information Hansen’s disease, and its public health aspects and control measures 
medical, para-medical and lay order balance extreme opinions concerning Hansen’s disease and help put 
effect the measures needed bring the disease under 

institute and maintain active rehabilitation program, using all existing resources and exploring, developing 
and acquiring new resources motivate and prepare the patient for return his own community outside Carville 
acceptable and contributing member 

fulfill the responsibilities leadership thrust this hospital combination the facts that the United 
States has achieved world leadership and that this the only leprosarium the continental United States. 
order achieve these objectives, the hospital divided into five Branches-1) Clinical, Laboratory, Rehabili- 

tation, and Epidemiology. Together with the Medical Officer Charge, the Branch Chiefs form 

Directorate five, four whom are physicians. 

The Clinical Branch consists seven sections, Medical, Dental, Nursing, Pharmacy, Dietetics, Medical Records and 
Medical Library. 

The Laboratory Branch has five sections, Pathology, Microbiology, Chemistry, Accessory and Animal House. 

The Rehabilitation Branch includes the Chaplains and sections, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Manual 
Arts Therapy, Health Education, Social Service and Special Services (school, recreation, and patient enterprises). 

The Administrative Branch consists sections, Personnel, Financial Management, Buildings and Grounds, Supply 
and Housekeeper. 


The present census this hospital approximately 280 ployment opportunities while undergoing treatment. 
patients, representing broad range occupational, cul- 
tural and social interests and many nationalities, predomin- 
antly Latin-American. 

* * * * *# * * * 


* * *# 
Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month, 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 


years after contracting disease. More than half General visitors, with the exception those under 16, are 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any public for guided tours the hospital a.m., and 
gathering. p.m. Visitors are not required take any special precau- 

tions. Carville now has more than ten thousand visitors 


Approximately 100 Carville patients enjoy part time year, but even so: 


What does the General Public know about Hansen’s disease? Unfortunately, the public general knows very 
little about Hansen’s disease, The average person has feelings, prejudices and emotions about this illness rather than 
accurate information. Readers THE with Facts, can help replace emotion with reason, prejudice with 
understanding and falsehood with 

How you and your friends can are some specific ways: 

Correct your friends when they talk about pass misinformation about Hansen’s disease. 

Tactfully correct such expressions “the unclean disease”. 

Tactfully correct any statement that connects disease with moral promiscuity. There medical con- 
nection all. 

Write courteous letter any writer, editor, radio television station that uses such cliches “unclean 
“he shunned had and the like. Protest this insult human dignity and cliche based 
out-dated THIS ONE THE MOST IMPORTANT HELPS YOU CAN GIVE! 

Continued use these old comparisons not only makes harder for the discharged patient join his community 
again—it also cruel the present patient who reads hears these phrases. 
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SISTERS CHARITY 
NURSES 10-60 
STATION 


EVERYTHING 
THE 
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definition, Lodestar star that leads, but tact, STAR 


ambassador you. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish vocational training for interested patients. 
and finance social service for needy patients. 


Published bi-monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 

Address 

City Zone State 
Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please 


Note Kindly make checks and money orders payable THE 
Mail to: THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 
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